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Society of District Council Treasurers

Minutes of the Executive Committee held on 13th May 2011 

At the Tradition Offices, London 
In Attendance:  Jason Vaughan (President), Sally Marshall (Vice President), Scott Crudgington (2nd Vice president), Jane Kitchen, Sandra Cowley, Steve Bishop, Jim McDonald, John Sowden, Steve Richardson, Dean Langton , Norma Atlay, Alan Peach, Peter Stuart, Martin Henry , Nick Eveleigh, Angela Brown (Secretary)

Also In attendance: Ray Bolton (Tradition), Piali DasGupta (LGA for item 3 and 4), John Tizard (CPSP for item 11), Henrietta Pod (Evolution for item 13.1)
1. Apologies /Introduction :   Apologies were received from – Paul Creswell,  Peter Gillet, Nick Tustian, ,  Alan McFarlane, Neil Taylor, Kevin Jaquest, Chris Brewer

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting of 11th March 2011 were agreed. 
3. Local Government Resource Review

Piali DasGupta from the LGA attended the meeting for the item to get SDCT views on the LGA consultation document that had recently been issued on the issue of the relocalisation of Business Rates. There were wide ranging views from the Executive as to whether to support the proposals or not, and taking into account the potential risks and rewards there was no overall consensus amongst members. The consultation deadline was 20th May, and although the Executive overall gave a cautious support to the proposals, given the differing views it was unlikely that a single SDCT response would be submitted, and individual Members would need to feed in their individual views. Piali agreed to take the views of the Executive back to the LGA for input into the consultation. In particular the Executive requested that their view that the review of the grant system was piecemeal with no ‘bigger picture’ proposals yet emerging.

Action – Jason Vaughan, Scott Crudgington, Alan McFarlane (SDCT lead advisors)

4. Council Tax Benefit Relocalisation
Sandra Cowley circulated a paper setting out details known to date on the part of the Resource Review dealing with the proposal to relocalise Council Tax Benefit. Although details were currently sparse, there was considerable concern raised by the Executive at the potential huge risks to individual Council Budgets. The Executive requested that the LGA also relay the concerns back to the Government in the strongest terms and Piali agreed to take the concerns back to the LGA. The Consultation document is due out in the next few weeks and Sandra would continue to attend the meetings on behalf of the SDCT. 

Action – Sandra Cowley to lead on the issue for the SDCT and feed any issues back.

5. Audit

Steve Bishop circulated a draft response to the CLG’s consultation on the Future of Local Audit. Following discussion the Executive agreed the draft response which Steve would then discuss with the DCN with a view to it being a joint response.

Action – Steve Bishop to liaise with DCN and finalise response submission to the CLG by 28th June.
6. Website Update

 Peter Stuart verbally updated the meeting on progress with the issue. The Executive noted the issues that were arising in attempting to transfer the website. Peter would continue to investigate the option together with any other options that might be feasible.

Action – Peter Stuart to continue to progress the issue. Any further proposals to be brought to the Executive for consideration.

7. CIPFA Conference Agenda

The SDCT Workshop would be 3pm to 4pm on 6th July. It would include a presidential address on the key financial issues affecting districts and the society’s involvement in them; and, the launch of the SDCT-CPSP service to assist districts on shared service working (see item 11).  Agenda items were suggested and would be finalised in discussion with the President.
Action – Angela Brown to finalise the agenda in consultation with suggested speakers / Jason
8. Executive Vacancies

There were currently 3 vacancies for SDCT Executive members. A number of expressions of interest had been made and following discussion it was agreed that places be offered to Shirlene Adams (Taunton Deane), Simone Donaghy (Nuneaton and Bedworth) and Bob Palmer (Epping Forest).
Action – Angela Brown to confirm the new appointments to the Executive.
9. Advisor Reports
(i) Pensions - John Sowden updated the Executive on the latest issues with respect to the Pensions Review, concluding that there were still many uncertainties.
(ii) VAT – Steve Richardson circulated a note on the key  current issues (attached)

10 Reports from External Bodies

(i) DCN – Jason had been unable to attend the previous meeting but would be attending the meeting on 28th June.

(ii) SOFI 6th April – Sally Marshall attended the meeting on behalf of the SDCT and the notes are attached
11 SDCT / Centre for Public Service Partnerships - potential for joint work

Following the presentation and discussion at the last Executive meeting, the Executive had requested Steve and John to give consideration to some further issues prior to agreeing the business case. The Executive discussed the revised proposals and agreed that it had dealt with all of the issues raised. It was noted that a discussion with DCN had still to take place.

It was agreed that the final proposals would be ‘launched’ at the SDCT CIPFA Conference workshop.

Action – Steve Bishop to liaise with John Tizard and Jason Vaughan on the SDCT CIPFA Conference Workshop presentation. 
12 HRA Reform 
An SDCT briefing paper was circulated by Sally Marshall (attached)

13 Update from Tradition
(i) David Ingram and Ray Bolton introduced Henrietta Pod from Evolution who gave a presentation to Members on some of the products that can be offered to LA’s in the Corporate financing market. This would be of particular interest to those authorities with a Housing Stock. 
14 Private Executive Business – None.

15
Any Other Business - 
(i) Angela Brown reported that an increasing number of bodies and organisations were requesting attendance at future Executive meetings. Whilst many of them would be of interest to the Executive, it was agreed that it would be impossible to accept many of these unless they were of particular relevance to the key issues being discussed at the time, but that details where appropriate would continue to be circulated to Executive Members to take up on an individual basis if required.

Action - Angela Brown to circulate information / add to agenda as appropriate for future requests.

16 Date of Next Meeting
6th July CIPFA Conference Workshop 3pm, Birmingham
A Brown, June 2011
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